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Hon. Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Attached is Form PTO-1449 listing U.S. patent documents and the enclosed non- 
U.S. patent documents. The international search report is included. No fee is due since 
this Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) is being filed prior to a first Office Action on 
the merits. 

This IDS is intended to be in full compliance with the rules, but should the 
Examiner find any part of its required content to have been omitted, prompt notice to 
that effect is earnestly solicited, along with additional time under 37 CFR § 1 .97(f), to 
enable Applicants to comply fully. In particular, if any of the listed documents are 
missing or incomplete, please contact the undersigned who will provide another copy. 

As provided by 37 CFR §§ 1 .97(g) and (h), no inference should be made that this 
information and the listed references are prior art merely because they have been 
submitted for consideration. Furthermore, no representation is being made that a search 
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has been conducted or that this statement encompasses all possible material informa- 
tion. 

Consideration of the foregoing and enclosures, as well as the return of a copy of 
the Form PTO-1449 with the Examiner's initials per M.P.E.P. § 609, are earnestly 
solicited. The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned if any further information is 
needed. 



Respectfully submitted, 




R. Tanigawa 
Reg. No. 43,180 



901 North Glebe Road, 11th Floor 



Arlington, VA 22203-1808 
Telephone: (703) 816-4000 
Facsimile: (703) 816-4100 
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